Oswald^s captor hanging up his badge 



By JAMES EWELL 

Almost 17 years after he was cred- 
ited with capturing Lee Harvey 
Oswald, Maurice (Nick) McDonald is 
retiring from the Dallas Police De- 
partment still firm in his belief that 
Oswald acted alone in the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy. 

McDonald, who drew worldwide 
acclaim as the patrol officer who 
fought and subdued Oswald with the 
help of other officers in the Texas 



Theater Nov. 22, 1963, said he has 
studied all the conspiracy theories 
and remains convinced Oswald Was 
nothing more than an “egomaniac” 
out to make a name for himself in 
history. 

McDonald, who was promoted, to 
detective two years later and now is a 
sergeant supervisor in the communi- 
cations division, filed a formal re- 
quest this week for his pension. 

He will end a 25-year career with 






the force later this month and said 
he plans to resettle with his wife. 
Rose, at a condominium he pur- 
chased 10 years ago near Hot Springs, 
Ark., as his retirement home. 

McDonald said he does not plan to 
write a book on his role in Oswald’s 
capture and said of all the honors be- 
stowed on him, nothing means more 
than being recognized by his peers. 

"My highest and greatest honor 
was being awarded the (police de- 







partment) Medal of Honor. Nothing 
can swell your pride more than being 
applauded by your own kind,” 
McDonald said. 

He said a Los Angeles reporter 
once asked him, “What can you ac- 
complish now, now that you captured 
the most wanted man in America?” 
“My response was, ‘I don’t know if 
1 will ever be able to top it, but you 

See OFFICER’S on Page 3A. 



Officer s own hand 
prevented Oswald 
from shooting him 



, Continued from Page lA. 

c .can bet I will continue to be the best 
police officer I can be.’ ” 

McDonald was named to the Na- 
■ • tional Police Hall of Fame in 1964 
during a ceremony in Chicago, and 

- his story was published around the 
world. 

In a recent interview, McDonald 
recalled Nov. 22, 1963: 

“Right after the police radio be- 
gan carrying news of President Ken- 
nedy being shot, the alerts in differ- 
ent parts of the city began jamming 
the radio,” he said. 

McDonald was cruising toward 
Oak Cliff when he got a call about 
1:30 p.m. to check alleys for a suspect 
in the shooting of officer J.D. Tippit. 
At the time it was not known that the 
Tippit murder was tied to the assassi- 
nation. 

A report, which later proved 
,, wrong, said the suspect was seen 
going into a branch public library at 

- Jefferson and Marsalis. 

“The next one (report) said a man 
acting funny was holed up in the bal- 
-cony of the Texas Theater,”. 
McDonald said. “I headed that way in 
a hurry. I went in through the rear 
and came in through the curtain on 
the side of the screen.” 

There were about 10 to 15 people 
sitting spread out in the main area of 
the theater downstairs. A man sitting 
- in the front, whose name McDonald 
never learned, tipped him that the 
suspect police wanted vi^as sitting in 
the third row, not the balcony. 

McDonald said he went up the ai 
sle and first pretended to be looking 
at some other men in the theater, 
which was showing the film War is 
Hell, while all the time he had his 
eyes on Oswald. 

“I was crouching low and holding 
my gun in case any trouble came,” 
the officer recalled. ' 

He walked further, turned sud- 
denly into the row where Oswald was 
sitting and ordered him to stand. 
Oswald stood up, raised his hands 
and blurted the now-famous quote: 
“It’s all over now.” 



At that moment, Oswald hit 
McDonald across left side of his face 
with his fist. As they struggled, 
McDonald felt Oswald’s gun in the 
waistband of Oswald’s pants. Oswald 
pulled the gun, which later proved to 
be the .38-caliber revolver Vused to 
kill Tippit, and pointed it at _ 
McDonald’s stomach as they strug- 
gled. 

But McDonald said as the trigger 
was pulled his hand prevented the 
hammer from striking the primer 
hard enough to detonate the shell. 

McDonald wrestled the gun away 
from Oswald, arrested him and hus- 
tled him out of the theater, which is 
situated at 231 West Jefferson in Oak 
Cliff. 

He said his most vivid memory of 
his fight with Oswald was being 
shown the bullet in Oswald’s re- 
volver that misfired. McDonald said 
he presumed the bullet was placed in 
the National Archives in Washington 
with other assassination evidence. 

McDonald said it is sad to look” 
back and realize that only a few Dal- 
las officers directly involved with 
the historic events of the assassina- 
tion and the slaying of Oswald in the 
police basement by nightclub opera- 
tor Jack Ruby remain on the force to- 
day. 

He said only two remain who en- 
tered the movie theater and helped 
to subdue Oswald. 

The officers are Thomas Hutson, 
now an assistant chief, and Ray Haw- 
kins, a police traffic investigator. 

McDonald has experienced per- 
sonal tragedy since those years. 

His first wife, Sally, died of a sud- 
den illness in 1976. She was 44. 

Their two daughters, then elemen- 
tary school students, since have mar- 
ried. 

The present Mrs. McDonald, 
whom he married in 1978, is an emer- 
gency police telephone operator. 

McDonald said if he had any part- 
ing words to express they would be: 
“Thank you, Dallas, for allowing me 
to be a small part of your history.” 
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MAURICE (NICK) MCDONALD 
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